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has recently been attached to the village communities
of India. The fact that they have existed for so
many centuries, and under so many different rulers,
has invested them with interest for many people.
An institution which has endured so much without
being destroyed, must, it is supposed, be very strong.
Moreover, the institutions of Indian villages have
been described with characteristic clearness, and
used with characteristic skill, to explain interesting
historical problems by my predecessor, Sir Henry
Maine. I think there is some danger lest these
inquiries should be perverted so as to support infer-
ences which I know would be entirely repudiated
by their author. The historical interest of these
institutions and their durability speak for them-
selves ; but the merits of an institution are not to be
measured either by its durability or by its historical
interest. The fact that the institutions of a village
community throw light on the institutions of modern
Europe, arid the fact that village communities have
altered but little for many centuries, prove only that
society in India has remained for a great number of
centuries in a stagnant condition, unfavourable to the
growth of wealth, intelligence, political experience,
and the moral and intellectual changes which are
implied in these processes. The condition of India
for centuries past shows what the village communities
are really worth. Nothing that deserves the name
of a political institution at all can be ruder or less
satisfactory in its results. They are, In fact, a crude
form of socialism, paralysing the growth of individual